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"MoNTEKEY, California,

"February 3, 1848.

". . . This is the season of dancing and there has been
a good deal of it, in fact one is looked for every Sunday
night. The officers gave the 'great ball' of the geason
on New Year's Eve. You have no doubt heard of the
Mexican custom of filling egg shells with cologne and
other fragrant water to break upon passers by. Here it
is carried to a great extent, but is confined to the house
and chiefly at balls and dances. Here the shells are
mostly filled with gilt and colored paper cut very fine,
which broken over the head leave it covered with
spangles. The ladies break over the gentlemen's heads
and the reverse, and so great are the liberties taken to
accomplish the feat that some from behind will clasp
your arms tight whilst others shower on the 'Oasca-
rones' (filled shells). Here they do not like the shells
filled with perfumed water as it produces stains on the
dresses, and also colds to which these people are very
subject. It is polite to avoid a Cascarone and even to
grasp a lady's hand to crush the shell in it, if she be in
the act of breaking it, but when a gentleman gets a
Cascarone on his head he is bound to return it which is
sometimes quite difficult when the ladies are skilled in
dodging. You can scarcely imagine the extent to
which this is carried. At a small party a few nights
ago, there were upwards of four hundred Cascarones
broken among a party of not over twenty-five persons.
The ladies sit all day clipping up their tinsel, the finer
the more valuable, and the whole is destroyed in a few
hours' flirting. As I mentioned, a gentleman who is and professional
